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TEACHERS &  
EDUCATIONAL LEADERS
The MES premise is that educational 
professionals at all levels can be change agents 
who support robust learning communities. 

Whether you are already in leadership, have 
aspirations of formal leadership, or want to lead 
educational change from within the classroom, 
the MES is designed with working educational 
professionals like you in mind. To optimize your 
learning experience, every effort is made to 
synchronize course offerings with regional K-12 
schedules.

THE MES PROGRAM
If you are interested in enhancing your capacity 
to apply evidence-based practices in school 
improvement and educational leadership, 
the MES program is for you. Throughout the 
MES, you will study and apply the principles of 
educational research to an area of IB practice 
that is of particular interest to you.

The MES is rigorous, part-time, and course-
based. Completion of 8 core courses and 2 
approved electives is required to graduate. The 
program takes two years to complete.

IB GRADUATE REFLECTIONS... 
“The MES encouraged high levels of inquiry and 
research in a supportive, collaborative environment. 
With each course, I developed further insights in my 
professional inquiries that connected to the most 
current research in leadership and highly effective 
practices in IB world schools. Since graduation, I 
have been able to apply my new understandings 
about the unique qualities needed of IB educators 
and leaders in the Alberta context.“  
 ~Rosanne Boutin, ABIBS President



BLENDED PROGRAM DELIVERY
Year 1 of the program begins with a face-to-face 
residency in the first three weeks of July, during 
which you will complete two core courses. 
You will complete one core course (online, 
asynchronous) in each fall and winter semester. 
Year 2 has the same structure as Year 1.

Two approved electives are also required. We 
can assist you in identifying courses that align 
with your IB interests.

THE IB ADVANCED CERTIFICATE
The University of Alberta is one of three 
Canadian universities that is IB recognized 
to offer programs of study leading to an IB 
Advanced Certificate. Once you complete the 
MES, you will be eligible for an IB Advanced 
Certificate in either Teaching and Learning 
Research, or Leadership Research. This 
credential acknowledges your profound 
understandings of evidence-based practices 
in the IB context and offers you a competitive 
advantage to prospective employers.

TQS 
The MES can be applied as 1.25 years of 
education toward your TQS.

THE COHORT MODEL
In a cohort model, a group of students start a 
program together, take the same courses at 
the same time, and typically graduate together. 
The cohort model facilitates development of 
a thriving learning community where critical 
thinking, open discussion, and collaborative 
support are the norm. All IB students are placed 
in the same cohort.

Your cohort will take 8 core courses sequentially, 
each course providing opportunities to continue 
to build learning relationships that support your 
learning success.

More than 80% of MES students who complete 
the first summer residency graduate with their 
cohort in just two years.

OUR FACULTY
MES courses are facilitated by instructors with 
exceptional backgrounds in educational theory 
and practice. They are committed to facilitating 
robust learning communities and to helping 
students achieve their learning goals. 

Faculty will work one-on-one with you to assist 
in integrating your IB interests into your studies 
and research plan.

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS

All applicants require:
• A four-year bachelor’s degree from a 

recognized insitution with a minimum 3.0  
GPA over the last 60 credits of coursework

• Two years of teaching experience
If your GPA falls below the admission 
requirement, please call 780.492.0998 to 
discuss your options.

TO APPLY

Applications are open November 01-March 31. 

You are required to submit:
• Copies of official transcripts
• Two letters of professional reference
• A letter of intent
• A 1-paragraph biography
• A signed Technology Compliance Checklist
• A 1-2 page résumé outlining a minimum of 

two years of full-time teaching experience

PROGRAM COST

The program is competitively priced at 
approximately $18,000 CDN. Please note that 
texts are not included.

For more information:  
www.mes.ualberta.ca 


